
HUD approves $1.3M award for ASG Action Plan 
     Governor Togiola Tulafono 
has announced that the 
Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD) 
has approved $1.3 million as 
acceptance of the Territory’s 
Program Year 2008 Action 
Plan. 
     The actual grant award is 
$1,314,407 for the period 
beginning July 1, 2008 until June 
30, 2009. The amount 
represents funds allocated to the 
American Samoa Government 
under the HUD Community 
Planning and Development 
programs designed to address 
the American Samoa Govern-
ment’s housing needs:  

• Community Develop-
ment Block Grant 
(CDBG) $ 963,516  

• Home Investment Part-
nerships (HOME)
 $306,844  

• Emergency Shelter 
Grant (ESG) $ 44,047 

     According to the Governor, 
HUD believes that the goals 
and objectives developed in 
ASG's Annual Action Plan 
provide the foundation for the 
formulation of new partner-
ships and the strengthening of 
existing partnerships through 
out our island community. 
     “These partnerships will be 
invaluable  as  we  confront  the 
challenges of developing 
affordable housing, revitalizing 
our villages and community, and 
providing economic 
opportunities, particularly for 

low-income citizens,” the 
Governor explained.  
     He added that the grant 
award for the Action Plan, 
which is part of the 
government’s Five-Year Con-
solidated Plan (2005-2009), 
identifies the housing and 
community development needs 
of the Territory and provides 
the framework for how 
American Samoa intends to 
prioritize and address those 
needs. 
     “It continues our ongoing 
mission to invest in our 
communities through the use of 
conscientiously applied 
programs of economic deve-
lopment, decent affordable 
housing, neighborhood revital-
ization, public services, and 
special needs delivery,” said the 
Governor, who added that the 
approval of the Annual Action 
Plan will bring in over $1.3 
million and allow us to identify 
resources that will enhance the 
quality of life for the territory’s  
residents through the assistance 
of local Community Planning 
and Development (CPD) 
programs. 
     CPD programs include the 
Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG), Home 
Investment Partnership 
(HOME), and Emergency 
Shelter Grant (ESG). 
     The 2008 Action Plan is the 
fourth of five one-year   
implementation plans with 
specific activities  and objectives 

on how the CPD programs will 
address the prioritized needs 
identified in the Consolidated 
Plan. In addition, it also 
identifies anticipated housing 
and community development 
resource(s) expected to be 
available during the year, as well 
as detail the Territory's intent 
for the use of CDBG, HOME, 
and ESG funds.  
     Togiola said he is “very 
happy” that HUD has accepted 
the Action Plan, and he is 
“satisfied” with how the funds 
will be allocated, the program 
activities that will be 
undertaken, and the amount of 
funds that will be distributed for 
each activity. 
     The Governor recognized 
the Department of Commerce, 
the Development Bank of 
American Samoa, and the 
Department of Youth and 
Women's Affairs for 
administering the three 
aforementioned HUD 
programs, which he said has 
made benefits available to 
individuals and families of 
American Samoa, particularly 
those with very low income. 
     The Governor also 
expressed his gratitude to the 
Department of Human and 
Social Services for their support, 
saying that although they are no 
longer managing the ESG 
program, DHSS will retain its 
important role of providing 
services for the homeless. 

 
************** 

For additional 
news, 

information 
and much, 

much, more 
about your 

government,  
visit the  

ASG Website  
at  

http://www. 
americansamoa.

gov 
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Fono endorses Administration bill that increases the civil 
jurisdiction of District Court 

The Fono has passed the Administration bill which increases the civil jurisdiction of the District Court and clarifies the 
power of the District Court judge with regards to arrest warrants. The bill also allows for varying terms of detention as a 
condition of probation for misdemeanor offenses. 
 
Currently, local law obligates the High Court to hear all civil claims in excess of $5,000. These claims, according to the 
Governor, constitute a significant portion of the court’s calendar and therefore take a toll on the limited resources.  
 
Under the new bill, the bulk of these matters can be heard in the District Court, meaning the High Court will be free to 
concentrate on civil claims over $15,000 as well as its land and matai title matters, among other issues. 
 
With regards to arrest warrants, the District Court judge has been issuing arrests warrants in his capacity as Acting Associate 
Justice of the High Court, although according to Togiola, the High Court by opinion has ruled that a District Court judge 
may issue arrest warrants. 
 
“The lack of proper codification of this authority may lead to some ambiguities and give rise to challenges in the future,” the 
Governor wrote. “With this new law, we have the opportunity to put to rest any questions and do away with any uncertainties 
that may exist.” 
 
The legislation gives a sentencing court the authority to order varying periods of detention as a condition of probation for the 
three classes of misdemeanor offenses. Currently, a sentencing court may only require a period of not more than 15 days but 
the bill would allow a higher period of detention, depending on the severity of the crime. 
 
Togiola explained, “In addition to its rehabilitative advantage, it also gives the sentencing court the ability to have closer 
supervision of its probationers over longer periods of time, which is expected to lead to a decrease in recidivism, especially 
in those offenses which involve alcohol and domestic violence.”   
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The Executive Office Building named in honor of the late 
Governor A.P. Lutali 

 
The government building in Utulei was officially named the A.P. Lutali Executive Office Building on Friday, Sept. 12 
during a brief ceremony scheduled for 11 a.m. on the front lawn. 
 
Governor Togiola Tulafono presided over the unveiling ceremony which comes several weeks after he signed a July 29 
Executive Order in which he said that Lutali’s service to “his island country home and his countrymen is a testament to 
his lifelong commitment to American Samoa and to the ideals upon which this Territory was founded.” 
 
According to Togiola, this is “an appropriate honor befitting the honorable service of the former Governor, Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, President of the Senate, Delegate-at-Large to Washington DC, Samoan Chief Judge, and 
Chairman of American Samoa’s first Constitutional Convention.” 
 
Togiola said that the EOB as it exists today was an idea that was conceived and implemented during Lutali’s first term as 
Governor in 1985. (Lutali served a second term as Governor of American Samoa from 1993-1996) 
 
In his Executive Order, Togiola outlined Lutali’s distinguish service to the territory and its people, which includes his 
role as an educator, a marine reservist, founder of the American Samoa Democratic Party, and chairman of the first 
American Samoa Board of Higher Education. 
 



Adults and children urged to take advantage of free pneumonia 
vaccine 

usually causes pneumonia but the 
bug can also result in boils and 
many other unwanted infections.  
 
In a statement, DOH explained that 
some people are at greater risk than 
others of getting pneumonia. These 
include young children and people 
over 65 years of age. Others include 
those with chronic illnesses and 
special health problems like 
alcoholism, diabetes, heart and lung 
disease, kidney failure, HIV, and 
certain types of cancer. 
 
The Department of Health says that 
treating infections stemming from 

The Department of Health is 
currently offering free 
pneumococcal vaccines for people 
of all ages at the Tafuna Health 
Center. Everyone is urged to take 
advantage of the free vaccination 
service which ultimately leads to 
much needed protection against 
pneumonia. 
 
The pneumococcal vaccine, 
commonly referred to as the 
pneumonia vaccine, safeguards 
against the bacterium that can bring 
about other problems. DOH 
medical director Dr. Ivan Tuliau 
explained that the bacterium 
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the pneumococcal bacteria is 
becoming increasingly difficult, as 
the bacteria has become resistant to 
drugs like penicillin which was 
once used to treat the infection. 
  
“It makes prevention of the disease 
through immunization even more 
important,” DOH said.  
 
More information on the free 
pneumonia vaccine can be obtained 
by visiting the Tafuna Health 
Center or by calling 699-
8464/8465.   

 
******************** 

Governor Togiola offers condolences on passing of 
Western District Governor A.U. Fuimaono 

 
In a statement released today, Governor Togiola Tulafono, on behalf of First Lady Maryann 
and the people and government of American Samoa, extends “heartfelt condolences and 
deepest sympathies to the family of Western District Governor – Paramount Chief A.U. 
Fuimaono’s for their loss this week.” 
 
Fuimaono, who was the territory’s first Delegate-at-Large, passed away on Tuesday night at 
the age of 85. 
 
“American Samoa has lost a great leader,” Togiola wrote. “The prayers and sincere gratitude 
of the people of Tutuila and Manu’a go out to A.U. Fuimaono and his family.” 
 
According to Togiola, Fuimaono devoted his life to public service and our island community. 
“As one of American Samoa's great pioneers and statesman, Fuimaono committed his life to 
improving the quality of life of our homeland, and we will forever be grateful to his leadership, 
dedication, and contribution,” Togiola said. “He will be greatly missed. May God rest his soul 
and provide strength to his loving children and family during this very difficult time.” 

SHARE IMPORTANT INFORMATION & ACTIVITIES IN YOUR ASG NEWSLETTER 
with your ASG workforce as well as the citizens of American Samoa.  

Email your articles, announcements, pictures or other information to:    
Harry Stevens (harry.stevens@americansamoa.gov  or Tialuga Vince Iuli (vince.iuli@americansamoa.gov) 



Administration submits another bill to 
purchase police vehicles for Manu’a 

 
The Administration has submitted to the Fono another bill that seeks to 
allocate $67,000 to purchase and outfit a pair of four-door pick-up 
trucks for the Department of Public Safety in Manu’a. 
 
The first bill submitted to the Fono was amended and approved by 
lawmakers but was later vetoed by Governor Togiola due to problems 
with the final language of the bill and the amendment itself, which 
increased the allocation amount and added an extra vehicle. 
 
The funding source for the purchase is from the Special Law 
Enforcement Account.  
 
After issuing his veto, Togiola told the Fono that there is no need for 
three vehicles because only two are needed at this time. He said 
purchasing a third vehicle just because there are enough funds available 
is unjustified. 
 
It was the Senate that amended the bill after government witnesses 
testified that there are adequate funds in the special law enforcement 
account to buy three pick up trucks for Manu’a. 
 
The Governor said he cannot support the impulsive purchasing of an 
extra vehicle when the needs for DPS can be met with two. In addition, 
the final language of the first bill approved by the Fono deleted both the 
words “two” and “three,” meaning there is no authorization as to how 
many vehicles are to be purchased. 
 
The bill has been assigned to the House Budget and Appropriations 
Committee. 
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HISTORICAL NOTES 
By:  Stan Sorensen, Historian, Office of the Governor 
 
On September 13, 1977, the United States Department of 
the Interior Secretary’s Order No. 3009: “Provision for 
Elected Governor and Lieutenant Governor, and Creation 
of Office of Government Comptroller” was promulgated.  
On September 14, 1922, in a letter to American Samoa's 
Governor, Captain Edwin T. Pollock, Secretary of the 
Navy Edwin Denby wrote that "government aid should be 
discouraged as far as possible, and the people encouraged 
to do more for themselves."  
On September 14, 2001, the American Samoa Governor’s 
Office held a “Memorial Service in Solemn Observance of 
the September 11, 2001 National Tragedy” (i.e., the 
terrorist attack on the World Trade Center and the 
Pentagon) at the Lee Auditorium in Utulei. Lieutenant 
Governor Togiola T.A. Tulafono, (as Acting Governor) 
was the Guest Speaker. Prayers were delivered by 
Reverend Elder Panama Mutu of the Congregational 
Christian Church, Reverend Falana’i Frank Ala of the 
Manumalo Baptist Church and Pastor Nevile Nevile of the 
Seventh Day Adventist Church. Hymns were sung by the 
Samoana, Leone, Faga’itua and Tafuna High School 
Choirs. The colors were posted by members of the 
Department of Public Safety, and a candlelighting 
ceremony was conducted by American Samoa’s First Lady, 
Mrs. Fagaoali’i Sunia.  
On September 15, 1902, the Navy Department informed 
Captain Uriel Sebree, Commandant of the U.S. Naval 
Station Tutuila, that the Department saw no need to 
approve any regulations promulgated for American Samoa, 
"preferring to indicate such as need amendment." Thus 
Sebree, like Tilley before him, had a great deal of freedom 
for lawmaking.  
On September 15, 1928, Father Eduard Bellwald, S.M. 
reported that construction work had begun on the Church 
of the Immaculate Conception in Lepua, American Samoa. 
Master builder Fepulea'i Ned Ripley of Leone agreed to 
build the Church for $2,600.  
On September 16, 1941, Private Sianava Robert 
Seva'aetasi, "an interpreter and former school teacher," the 
first Samoan to enlist in the First Samoan Battalion, U.S. 
Marine Corps Reserve (on July 20, 1941), was assigned to 
active duty. 
On September 17, 1942, "Sea and Foreign Shore Duty 
pay of twenty per cent was authorized...retroactive to 7 
December 1941, for Samoan Marines [in the First 
Battalion, U.S. Marine Corps Reserve], although most of 
them were serving within 25 miles of their own homes." 
On September 18, 1931, following the recommendation 
of the American Samoan Commission, the position of 
Secretary of Native Affairs in the American Samoa 
Government was split up. The Office of the Attorney 
General absorbed the Secretary's duties, and a naval officer 
was appointed to that position. A civilian Chief Justice was 
appointed by the Secretary of the Navy to administer the 
Judicial Department.  
On September 19, 1927, Captain Edwin Taylor Pollock, 
14th Naval Governor of American Samoa, ended his tour 
of duty as Superintendent of the US Naval Observatory., 
which began on October 5, 1923.  

Governor Togiola vetoes bill calling for 
the purchase of police cars for Manu’a 

 
Governor Togiola Tulafono has vetoed the Administration’s bill that 
seeks to allocate funds to purchase police vehicles for Manu’a because 
the Fono amended the bill to purchase three vehicles instead of two, 
which was the original number of four-door pickup trucks requested in 
the bill. 
 
Togiola told the Fono that there is no need for three vehicles because 
only two are needed at this time. According to him, purchasing a third 
vehicle just because there are enough funds available is, in his opinion, 
unjustified. 
 
It was the Senate that amended the bill after government witnesses 
testified that there are adequate funds in the special law enforcement 
account to buy three pick up trucks for Manu’a. 
 
The Governor said, “I cannot support the impulsive purchasing of an 
extra vehicle when the needs for DPS can be met with two.” He also 
pointed out that the final language of the bill approved by the Fono 
deleted both the words “two” and “three,” meaning there is no 
authorization as to how many vehicles are to be purchased. 



Governor Togiola Tulafono 
proclaimed September 11 as Patriot 
Day in the territory. All US and 
American Samoa flags were 
ordered to be flown at half staff on 
that day.  
 
Togiola’s proclamation coincides 
with a similar one issued by US 
President George W. Bush. 
 
In his proclamation, Governor 
Togiola said that Sept. 11, 2001 
“was etched into America’s 
memory when 19 terrorists attacked 
us with barbarity unequaled in our 
history.” 
 
(It was December 18, 2001 that 
Congress designated Sept. 11 of 
each year following the attacks as 
Patriot Day). 
 
“On Patriot Day, we cherish the 
memory of the thousands of 
innocent victims lost, extend our 
thoughts and prayers to their 
families, and honor the heroic men 
and women who risked and 
sacrificed their lives so others might 
survive,” Togiola said.  
 
He explained that seven years ago, 
ordinary citizens rose to the 
challenge -united in prayers - and 
responded with extraordinary acts 
of courage, with some giving their 
lives for the love of country. 
 
“On Patriot Day, we remember all 
those who were taken from us in an 
instant and seek their lasting 
memorial in a safer and more 
hopeful world,” Togiola wrote. 
“We must not allow our resolve to 
be weakened by the passage of 
time.   We  will  meet  the  test  that 

American Samoa 
Environmental 

Protection Agency
(ASEPA) 

Notice 
 
ASEPA continues to ensure 
the residents of our territory 
that the water from different 
water vending machines 
located across the territory 
is safe for consumption. 
 
ASEPA encourages 
everyone to clean out their 
empty bottles thoroughly 
before filling them up with 
water from these machines.  
 
If the machine is not clean, 
do not use it.  Dirty 
machines include those with 
algae on the spout or on the 
shelf.  
 
Consumers are encouraged 
to look out for unsanitary 
conditions on or near the 
water machines. If any are 
present, move to another 
machine as the health of 
your family depends on it.    

Sept. 11 proclaimed as Patriot Day in the 
Territory 
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history has given us and continue to 
fight to rid the world of terrorism 
and promote liberty around the 
globe.” 
 
On September 11, 2001, terrorists 
attacked four commercial airlines. 
Two collided into the World Trade 
Center in New York, while another 
one plunged into the Pentagon in 
Washington DC. The fourth aircraft 
crashed into a Pennsylvania field 
after courageous passengers who 
refused to give up took over 
command of the jetliner from the 
hijackers. 
 
The Governor is calling on the 
people of the territory to observe 
Patriot Day with appropriate 
ceremonies, activities, and 
remembrance services. In addition, 
local residents are encouraged to 
observe a moment of silence 
beginning at 8:46 a.m. daylight time 
in honor of the innocent victims 
who lost their lives during the 
horrific events of Sept. 11, 2001. 

CONTINUE TO 
KEEP 

AMERICAN 
SAMOA CLEAN! 

GRANT WRITING 
SEMINAR 

 
December 15-18, 

2008 
 

Sponsored by:  NIH: Summit 
on Science on Eliminating 

Health Disparities 
 

For more info visit website:  
http://www.blsmeetings.net/2008h

ealthdisparitiessummit/  
 



Governor submits 
legislation that allocates 

$1M for school buses, 
$200K for MV Sili 

 
Governor Togiola Tulafono has submitted to the 
Fono legislation that amends the $20-million-
dollar loan bill to allocate $1 million for the 
purchase of 10 school buses and $200,000 for 
repair work and refurbishment of the MV Sili. 
 
Togiola noted in a letter to the Fono leadership 
that the Fono has a similar pending bill but the 
difference is in the number of school buses and 
the total amount of money to be made available 
for this purchase. 
 
The House bill - introduced by Rep. Laolagi 
Fonoti Savali Vaeao, approved by the House and 
now pending in the Senate - calls for the 
allocation of $659,213 to purchase 6 new school 
buses for the Department of Education, and 
another $500,000 to pay for repairs and 
refurbishment of the MV Sili. 
 
Laolagi’s bill originally requested $200,000 for 
MV Sili repairs but the amount was increased by 
the House to $500K following a hearing 
attended by officials from the Port 
Administration. 
 
Governor Togiola is urging the Fono for the 
speedy passage of the Administration’s version 
of the bill.
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Governor Togiola breaks ground 
for mountainside road in Amaluia
 
Governor Togiola Tulafono broke ground for the construction of 
a mountain side road in Amaluia village yesterday, September 11. 
The 462-foot road project will provide paved direct access to 
many homes on the mountainside and plantations, as well as the 
village’s Congregational church. 
 
Governor Togiola expressed his delight with the start-up of the 
road project. “This road here in Amaluia is another step forward 
along our timeline to improve access roads in our villages, and 
working closely with our villages to make these improvements,” 
he said, adding that once the road is open, Amaluia residents will 
have better vehicle access to the area on the mountain side of the 
village. 
 
Togiola said “it is our hope that it will lead to more development 
of the village away from the main road.” 
 
When completed, the mountainside road will feature two lanes 
and a sidewalk. RM Construction has been awarded the contract 
for $208,118. The project is fully funded by the U.S. Department 
of Transportation - Federal Highway Administration, and the 
Civil Highway Division of the Department of Public Works will 
manage the project throughout the duration of construction, 
including quality assurance services.  
 
The contract period to complete the work is 150 calendar days 
from the Notice to Proceed date. 

Governor Togiola Tulafono broke ground for the construction of a 
mountain side road in Amaluia village on September 11. The road 
project will provide paved direct access to many homes on the 
mountainside and plantations, as well as the village’s Congregational 
church. The project, with a price tag of $208,118 is being funded by 
the USDOT - Federal Highway Administration. RM Construction 
has been awarded the contract for the job which is scheduled to be 
completed 150 calendar days from the Notice to Proceed (NTP) 
date. 

The MV Sili at Ofu Harbor during one of its 
trips. 



Governor presents 
territory’s investment 
opportunities to off-

island investors during 
LA Expo 

 
Governor Togiola Tulafono had the 
opportunity to present American 
Samoa’s handful of investment 
opportunities to prospective investors 
during the opening session of the 
American International Real Estate Expo 
and Conference which was held in Los 
Angeles, California from September 5-7. 
 
The five investment opportunities include 
the Rainmaker Hotel, the Bay Area 
marina, development of the marine 
railway, reconstruction of the Tramway, 
and ecotourism in Manu’a.  
 
The Expo, which was held at the L.A. 
Convention Center, is a platform to 
promote products, services, and 
investors to a global clientele. 
 
American Samoa’s booth featured a 
display of the Rainmaker Hotel property. 
A DVD which included footage from the 
10th Festival of Pacific Arts was also 
produced to market the five investment 
opportunities. 
 
“Our booth looked great and it attracted a 
lot of participants because of our unique 
design and layout of the Rainmaker hotel 
property, along with our non-stop DVDs 
showing images of the natural beauty of 
our island culture and environment,” 
Togiola exclaimed. 
 
In his presentation, Togiola emphasized 
benefits and incentives of doing business 
in the territory. He invited investors and 
developers  to  work  closely  with his ad- 

 
(Continued on page 8) 
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MV Sili expected to start sailing 
again as early as next week 

 
Director of Port Administration Matagi Ray Mailo McMoore 
told members of the House of Representatives that the MV Sili 
is expected to be off of dry dock by Tuesday, and its first trip to 
Manu’a could be as early as Thursday. 
 
(The government-owned vessel has been out of service for 
several months undergoing repairs). 
 
Representatives from the American Bureau of Shipping are in 
the territory to inspect the MV Sili whose return to the sea will 
save the government thousands of dollars in charges being paid 
out to the Samoa government’s Fotu-o-Samoa which has been 
chartered since mid-June to transport cargo and passengers 
between Tutuila and the Manu’a Islands when the MV Sili was 
dry docked. 
 
The charter services have become costly, with the latest one 
costing the American Samoa Government $25,000. 
 
The Port Administration’s budget for FY 2009 is $2 million and 
of that amount, $40,000 is for the MV Sili. Matagi said that this 
is not enough money for the vessel but they will do what they 
can with what they have. 
 
According to Matagi, another $175,000 in additional costs 
relating to repairs for the MV Sili has accrued, although 
$164,000 has already been expended on repairs to the vessel. In 
addition, $50,000 is needed to pay for the ABS inspection. 
 
ASG intends to send the MV Sili to Honolulu for further 
certification and associated costs for that are estimated to be 
$800,000. 
 
Additional funding for the MV Sili could be available when the 
Fono issues its decision on two bills that seek to allocate funds 
for the vessel. The Administration bill seeks an allocation of 
$200,000 for the MV Sili while Rep. Laolagi Fonoti Savali 
Vaeao’s bill is calling for an appropriation of $500,000. 
 
Governor Togiola Tulafono has expressed deep concern for the 
lack of sea transportation service to Ofu and Faleasao wharves, 
saying that the lack of such service results in stores being low 
on stock as well as gasoline and other cargo not being delivered 
to Manu’a.  
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Governor presents territory’s investment opportunities… (from page 7) 

 
ministration to find ways to maximize opportunities by investing in American Samoa. 
 
The Governor had the chance to meet with representatives of real estate companies regarding the 
Rainmaker Hotel, and he has extended an invitation to them to visit American Samoa and see the 
property with their own eyes. 
 
In addition, Togiola also met with an investor who expressed interest in the marina development.  
 
“The three-day event was very informative and, for us, it was a very successful Expo because not only 
did we showcase our territory, we met with several investors who are pursuing serious interests in 
investing in American Samoa,” the Governor explained, adding that the territory’s participation at the 
Expo was a “great investment.” 
 
 
Also in attendance was the Mayor of the City of Carson, Mr. Jim Dear who presented Governor Togiola 
with a ‘Recognition Award’ for exemplary leadership. And that’s not all. American Samoa also received 
the ‘Best Performance Award’ at the International Welcome reception, was recognized at the closing 
reception with an ‘Investment Destination Award,’ and lauded by the Expo as a ‘jewel discovered’ and ‘a 
diamond in the rough.’ 
 
Togiola was accompanied to the Expo by First Lady Mary Ann Tulafono, Executive Vice President of 
Inter Island Airways Barney Sene, Department of Commerce Director Faleseu Eliu Paopao, and 
representatives of the DOC support staff.  

More Historical Notes: 
 
On September 14, 1914, the German battleships SMS Scharnhorst and SMS Gneisenau, commanded by Admiral Maximilian von 
Spee, sailed into Apia Harbor, hoping to trap HMAS Australia and the other ships which had escorted the New Zealand 
Expeditionary Force. Finding a small schooner, but no warships in the harbor, Spee sailed along the coast to Mulifanua, where he 
conversed with a German planter, Wilhelm Hagedorn. Spee then sailed away to glory in the Battle of Coronel, and eventual 
defeat in the Battle of the Falkland Islands.  
On September 14, 1942, "it was announced at company formations that volunteers from Marine units stationed in the Samoan 
area were being sought for the organization of a Raider Battalion. Men interested in joining were to turn their names in to their 
first sergeants. Most of the troops were familiar with Colonel Merritt A. "Red Mike" Edson's 1st Raider Battalion and Colonel 
Evans Carlson's 2nd Raider Battalion. We knew that the Raiders were elite units trained for hit-and-run actions and night combat. 
Stories had reached us describing how Edson's Raiders had spearheaded the attack that crushed the Japanese defenders of Tulagi. 
We knew of the daring Makin Island raid made in rubber boats from submarines by Colonel Carlson and two companies of his 
battalion. Here was a chance to get a piece of the action and get out of the Samoan area, which had seemingly been thrust into 
the backwash of the war."  
On September 15, 1845, French Fathers Gilbert Roudaire and Louis Violette of the Society of Mary celebrated the first Catholic 
mass in Samoa at Lealatele, Savai'i.  
On September 15, 1943, Major General Charles D. Barrett, former Commanding General of the 3rd Marine Brigade in Samoa, 
was named to command the First Marine Amphibious Corps at Nouméa, New Caledonia. Its mission: to capture Bougainville, 
the northernmost island in the Solomon chain, on November 1, 1943.  
On September 16, 1901, Dr. Wilhelm Heinrich Solf, Governor of German Samoa, issued a proclamation which forbade the 
Samoan custom of fa'atafea (banishment of wrongdoers). The proclamation closed with this statement: "This is my word; 
everyone must obey it." 
On September 19, 1898, Mata'afa Iosefo ended his exile in the Marshall Islands and returned to his home on 'Upolu.  


